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Abuela by Arthur Dorros 

Grade Level: K-2nd 

Proficiency Level: Intermediate – high intermediate 

Strategy:  

Selected Literature: Abuela and Isla both by Arthur Dorros and Illustrated by Elisa Kleven 

Skills:  Comprehension 

             Compare and Contrasting 

             Story Mapping 

             Writing  

Materials: Abuela by Arthur Durros 

        Isla by Arthur Dorros 

                    Double Bubble map 

                    Writing Prompt 

Instructional Procedure: 

 Set: Ask the students what Abuela and Isla mean and what language it is.  

 Shared Reading: Ask the students to predict what they think both stories will be about 
based off the cover of the book. Then read Abuela and discuss the elements of the story. Then 
read Isla and discuss the elements in the story using a story map.  

 Activities: As a class use the double bubble map to compare and contrast the two books. 
Once completed, introduce both writing prompts and have students give words that describe or 
things you find in the city and an island. Write these words on the board so the students will 
have them as a reference for their own writing.  

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoTAUUxFOPEIAMXCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqamdoM3Q5BHBvcwMxMgRzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1jbq75oqm/EXP=1309787028/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=new+york+clip+art&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&w=350&h=315&imgurl=www.school-clipart.com/_small/0511-0806-1116-1412.jpg&rurl=http://www.school-clipart.com/_pages/0511-0806-1116-1412.html&size=85KB&name=Clip+Art:+New+Yo...&p=new+york+clip+art&oid=b10b94f3c60d5b9925685257efa362b4&fr2=&no=12&tt=59400&sigr=11tgo8bvq&sigi=11lkl0am7&sigb=12vbslvqq&.crumb=2132iyYHQUH
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoTDPThFOLywA1weJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpZTByOGFiBHBvcwMyBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1kl6rsojs/EXP=1309785935/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=abuela+by+arthur+dorros&sado=1&ei=utf-8&fr=yfp-t-701&fr2=sg-gac&w=1614&h=2102&imgurl=www.theafricanamericanbookcompany.com/images/Abuela.jpg&rurl=http://www.theafricanamericanbookcompany.com/index.php?cPath=68_82&size=1MB&name=Abuela+By:+Arthu...&p=abuela+by+arthur+dorros&oid=1f587423d14a32ecb00cebc5dac8e380&fr2=sg-gac&no=2&tt=146&sigr=122f57q0c&sigi=11npdgs7h&sigb=13e3e05eo&.crumb=2132iyYHQUH
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS66TxFOQxUAPi6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpaWhqZmNtBHBvcwMzBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1jqm9p27m/EXP=1309786170/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Isla+by+arthur+dorros&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&w=100&h=130&imgurl=img2.imagesbn.com/images/19730000/19739564.JPG&rurl=http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Isla/Arthur-Dorros/e/9780140565058/&size=6KB&name=Isla+by+Arthur+D...&p=Isla+by+arthur+dorros&oid=2c80d20b376e986def00c2196857606c&fr2=&no=3&tt=25&sigr=124ghv3cn&sigi=11e8h8bgh&sigb=133n4ol75&.crumb=2132iyYHQUH
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoTBNUxFOIUUAdP2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqcGI0b29tBHNlYwN4cGwEcG9zAzIEdnRpZAM-/SIG=13rop99d7/EXP=1309787085/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?fr2=xpl&ni=21&fr=yfp-t-701&p=hawaiian+clip+art
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Abuela 

 

Isla 

 

 Double Bubble Map

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoTDPThFOLywA1weJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpZTByOGFiBHBvcwMyBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1kl6rsojs/EXP=1309785935/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=abuela+by+arthur+dorros&sado=1&ei=utf-8&fr=yfp-t-701&fr2=sg-gac&w=1614&h=2102&imgurl=www.theafricanamericanbookcompany.com/images/Abuela.jpg&rurl=http://www.theafricanamericanbookcompany.com/index.php?cPath=68_82&size=1MB&name=Abuela+By:+Arthu...&p=abuela+by+arthur+dorros&oid=1f587423d14a32ecb00cebc5dac8e380&fr2=sg-gac&no=2&tt=146&sigr=122f57q0c&sigi=11npdgs7h&sigb=13e3e05eo&.crumb=2132iyYHQUH
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS66TxFOQxUAPi6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpaWhqZmNtBHBvcwMzBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1jqm9p27m/EXP=1309786170/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Isla+by+arthur+dorros&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&w=100&h=130&imgurl=img2.imagesbn.com/images/19730000/19739564.JPG&rurl=http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Isla/Arthur-Dorros/e/9780140565058/&size=6KB&name=Isla+by+Arthur+D...&p=Isla+by+arthur+dorros&oid=2c80d20b376e986def00c2196857606c&fr2=&no=3&tt=25&sigr=124ghv3cn&sigi=11e8h8bgh&sigb=133n4ol75&.crumb=2132iyYHQUH
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    Writing Prompt  

Rosabla and her grandmother explore the city where Rosabla lives and the island where Abuela 

is from. They saw many exciting things as they enjoyed their time together. If you could so take 

a trip to a big city or an island, which would you pick? Write a story and draw a picture about 

your trip. Answer the questions and use them to help write your story. 

  

 

Where would you go? ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Who would you take with you? ____________________________________________________ 

 

What would you see? ____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What would you do? ____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Where would you do after your trip is over? __________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS78nRBOpWwALAOJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqMDkzMnFjBHBvcwM2NARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1ov5gi4r0/EXP=1309740668/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=tropical+island+clip+art&rs=0ni=21&b=64&ni=21&xargs=0&pstart=1&fr=yfp-t-701&w=300&h=282&imgurl=www.birdclipart.com/bird_clipart_images/parrot_in_palm_tree_on_a_tropical_island_0515-1102-0721-2309_SMU.jpg&rurl=http://www.birdclipart.com/bird_clipart_images/parrot_in_palm_tree_on_a_tropical_island_0515-1102-0721-2309.html&size=48KB&name=Parrot+Clip+Art+...&p=tropical+island+clip+art&oid=373d3ead76995cb96def67077ae993a3&fr2=&no=64&tt=7670&b=64&ni=21&sigr=13g2jduef&sigi=13cmpjoic&sigb=13snuv70p&.crumb=i9rQAjfpk/9
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoX.vnBBO4XEAxoOJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqNDdwZ3M5BHBvcwMyNQRzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1j374c7uv/EXP=1309740335/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=city+clip+art&b=22&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&xargs=0&pstart=1&fr=yfp-t-701&w=346&h=243&imgurl=abkldesigns.com/skyln3.gif&rurl=http://abkldesigns.com/city1.html&size=6KB&name=Famous+city+clip...&p=city+clip+art&oid=dcb0bc9c28f79e18cb4115b24f5b39b4&fr2=&no=25&tt=111000&b=22&ni=21&sigr=111ml79t7&sigi=10qfhg6hv&sigb=13n8q6hsa&.crumb=i9rQAjfpk/9
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Story Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Characters 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Title and Author 
 
 
 

Events 
Where did Rosabla and Abuela go? 
 
 
 
Do they really fly? 
 
 
 
What did they see? 
 
 
 
 
How did they get from place to place? 
 
 
 
 
What happened at the end of the story? 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 


